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The Start Men u

The Start Menu is usually located on the bottom-left part of your screen.

Accessing a Web Bro wser

In Windows, the Internet Explorer (IE) web browser is installed by default. You can use
it to accessthe World Wide Web. Click on the Start Menu, move the mousepointer over
the blue e icon, and click once. This will start IE and allow you to browsethe WWW. It



is assumed,of course,that you have ¯rst connectedto the Internet if you are not always
connected.

Downloading and Installing Soft ware

We will download the Firefox program and install it. Firefox is a compelling alternative web
browser. When you are in IE, click onceon the text contained in the addressbar and enter
www.firefox.com .



Click on the GetFirefox.com link which is underline and highlighted, usually in blue.



Now click on the \Do wnload Firefox" sectionin green. The term download refersto getting
a ¯le from the Internet. Uploading refersto sendinga ¯le to someoneor someserver on the
Internet.

You will be brought to a new pageand a popup should appear in a few seconds.



Click on \Save" and another window should pop up.





When this window pops up, chooseDesktop from the selection list at the top of the
window. Then click on the \Save" button.



The program might take a few minutes to download...



When the download is 100%complete, click on the \Op en" button. This will execute
the program you have downloaded.



Beforethe installation wizard takesover, the program unpacks itself.



The ¯rst installation screenhas a \W elcometo Firefox" headingand someinformation
about the browser. For most installations, there are several steps. To proceedto the next
step, you always have to pressthe \Next" button. So let's do this here.



The secondscreenpresent the LicenseAgreement. You must agreeto the terms and
conditions in this Licensebeforeyou can useFirefox. Readover the License,and the choose
the \Accept ..." option. Then, click \Next".



For simplicity, we will just install the Standard components, which is all most people
needto usethe browser.



The next screenstatesthat the installer is ready to install the program. This is the last
step beforethe actual copying of the ¯les into the Windows systemdirectories. We're sure
we want to do this, so let's click \Next".



Again, this may take a few minutes... let's wait patiently...



When the installation is ¯nished, the installer will tell you so. The ¯nal button to press
will be labeled\Finish". Oncethis button is clicked, the Firefox software hasbeeninstalled
on the computer.



Notepad and Text Files

You canopen up Notepadby navigating through Start Menu ) Accessories) Notepad.



OnceNotepad is open, we can useit to createtest ¯les by simply typing text and saving
it to a ¯le.



Let's type someHTML text that makesa very simple web page.



Click on File ) Save As



In the SaveIn selection,chooseDesktop. Then, in the File Name¯eld, typein test.html .
We name the ¯le with the html extensionto indicate to the Operating System(Windows)
that it is a text ¯le that contains HTML text. Finally, click on \Save". You've now created
a text ¯le.



To view what the web page would look like after a web-browser rendered it, launch
Firefox and chooseFile ) Open File.



In the \Lo ok in" selection list, choose the Desktop. Then ¯nd the text/h tml ¯le we
createdearlier. Click onceon the ¯le and onceon \Op en", or Double-click on it.



The web pagewill look somethinglike this.



Your browserwill allow you to view the \source" (the HTML text in raw form) of a page
by clicking on View ) PageSource.



A window will pop up with all the HTML text like so.



Email

There are many email clients that exist and are out there for download. One good email
client is Mozilla Thunderbird. Youcandownloadit (from http://www.mozilla.com/thunderbird/ )
and install it, and setup your email account in it.

You will needsomeinformation from the provider of your email account beforeyou can
successfullysetup your account in Thunderbird.



As with web pages,you can also view the sourceof an email by clicking on View )
MessageSource.



A window should pop up with the sourceof that email. Viewing the sourceof an email
using a web-basedemail client such as Hotmail or Gmail is alsopossible: it's just a matter
of ¯nding the right options.

Files

Files are independent collections of data that are stored permanently on your computer.
Each ¯le is an instanceof a pieceof data (ultimately stored as a sequenceof 1s and 0s).



Windows allows you to manipulate ¯les using a program called Windows Explorer. You
can start it by clicking on Start Menu ) Accessories) Windows Explorer.



Click on one of your local driveson the left (for example,C: or D:). Your hard drives
hold collectionsof ¯les and directories. Directories also hold more ¯les and directories. To
createa directory (AKA a \folder") in it, right-click on any of the white spacein the right
areaand choose\New Folder".



Let's call the new directory \test". Now you can double-click on it to get into it. Since
this directory is on the D: drive and not contained in any other directory, it is known as
D:ntest . All the ¯les in that directory would be referred to as D:ntest n< ¯lename> , ie.
they are pre¯xed by the directory they are in. If another directory (say, called \Marc") was
madein the directory that we just made,it is calleda subdirectory and would be referredto
as D:ntest nMarc.



We can ¯nd the ¯le we createdbeforeand copy it to our new location. Click on Desktop
in the left part of Windows Explorer. Then ¯nd the ¯le test.html on the right side. Right-
click on it, and choose\Copy" from the pop-up menu.



On the left, ¯nd the directory that we just created; it should be under D: (or C: if you
don't have a seconddrive){ if it is not, pressF5 to refreshthe structure. Then, on the left,
right-click on the white spaceand choose\P aste" from the pop-up menu.

Running commands

Commandsare executable¯les that can be run. When these ¯les are run, the computer
executesall the instructions contained within them, oneafter the other.



To run commandseasily, you must ¯rst open up the command-line interface or the
shell . In Windows, this is called the MS-DOS prompt. Click on the Start Menu ) Run.



Type in cmdand pressEnter.



If that did not work, try typing commandand pressEnter.



The shell will look like a little black space.You can type commandsin here.



The cd commandis usedto changedirectories. The dir commandis to show all the ¯les
and directories that are in the current directory.



You can usethe type commandto show the contents of a text ¯le.



Assumingyouareconnectedto the Internet somehow, youcanusethe ipconfig (ifconfig
in Linux) commandto seewhat your IP addressis. You can alsousetelnet to connectto
to remoteTCP serversif you know the port the serviceruns on (for example,80 for HTTP).



You canusethe ping and tracert (in Linux, this is traceroute ) commandsto measure
the connectivity, statistics, and other properties of your network and the Internet.


